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Synopsis

Forensic anthropologists may be consulted when human remains are found at an archaeological
excavation or at a crime scene. Here’s a look at how anthropologists analyze skeletal remains to
learn about the deceased--their age and gender, how they may have lived, and their overall state of
health prior to death. Bradley J. Adams, Ph.D., provides specific information on procedures, tools of
the trade, and the science behind this fascinating field, as well as the challenges faced by today’s

practitioners.
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Customer Reviews

Grade 10 UpA¢a -4 *Adams’s subject matter is fairly sophisticated. It focuses on how skeletal
remains are often used in cases where the victim has been dead a long time or those in which the
body is too ravaged to identify. He offers a fairly detailed look at how bone scientists study remains
to determine everything from sex to height to facial characteristics. There is a great deal of
discussion of various bones and growth patterns; how bodies decompose and are ravaged by the
environment, insects, and time; and how the different types of trauma that can cause death are
evidenced in skeletal remains. Advanced biology students will appreciate the details, but
less-informed students might find the reading frustrating. Sapse focuses on the court system itself,
detailing the steps in the legal system, discussing the various types of crimes and punishments,

various pleas, and how forensics fits into the larger legal picture. The title might be misleading as



readers are likely to expect more information on how various forensic techniques are used in the
courtroom. While there is a chapter on that topic, the majority of the book deals in a very general
way with our basic court system. Useful books, but not for your average readers.A¢a -a sLynn
Evarts, Sauk Prairie High School, Prairie du Sac, WI Copyright A A© Reed Business Information, a

division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Part of the Inside Forensic Science series, this offers an overview of the field. Written by a forensic
anthropologist who works for the New York City medical examiner, the book begins with the basics,
explaining what forensic anthropology is and introducing its professional subdivisions, applications,
and terminology. Subsequent chapters go into greater detail about specific topics, including how
skeletal remains are analyzed. The challenging but readable text is accompanied by diagrams, color
illustrations, and sidebars. Extensive end matter includes a helpful glossary and a list of book and
Web resources. A solid introduction to a high-interest topic. Ed SullivanCopyright A A® American

Library Association. All rights reserved

| have a high schooler who is intrest in Forensic Anthropology and wanted to get her a college book
to use but they are quite pricey. There is lots of highlights and underling from previous person but

pages are crisp and cover is in good condition. Very happy with the price and delivery.

Enjoyed the book. | would recommend this book for those interested in learning more about the

various steps that are followed on cases.
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